
 

           Overture 

 
The (Almost) Fortnightly Newsletter  Of  Old Orchard Church 

January 5, 2014  
 
Welcome!  

 
Guests, we welcome you and thank you for coming!  We invite you to use our child care services for 
infants through children in kindergarten, located in the church building basement. Please see nursery 

details below.  Sunday School is offered for all ages.  Please see the note below for more. 
 
If you would like to find out more about Old Orchard and what we are about, please fill out one of our 
visitor forms in the lavender or blue pads on the chairs or in the hymnal rack. 

 
Our Children’s Ministry:  worship time 

 
Nursery is offered for infants & children through kindergarten age. Our nurseries are in the church 

building basement.   

 

 Infant nursery for babies, crawlers, & very early walkers.  
 

 Toddler nursery for children who are walking up to three years of age. Children who turn 
three from January-August are invited to attend preschool worship starting September 1. 
Children who turn three from September-December are invited to attend preschool worship 
starting January 1. 
 

 Preschool worship for age 3 through Kindergarten. Three-year-olds (see above) and four-
year-olds are welcome during the whole service. Five-year-olds remain upstairs in the 
worship service until they are dismissed around 10:50. 

 

 Children’s Worship for children in grades 1st through 5th at the Milligan House.  Please see 
Jessie Swigart or Mark Robertson with questions.   
 

 Children's Activity Bags in Worship!  Parents, each week there is a new activity sheet for 

children in the colored bags which are in a box alongside the windows in the back hallway. 
These sheets are a way to help children engage in worship; if  they are not yet reading, 
perhaps you can assist them after the service with some of  the questions, though there are 
also graphics and games for all to enjoy according to that week's theme. Let me know if  you 
have suggestions, as we seek to help the whole family worship well Sunday mornings! Please 
remember to return the bags to the bins in the hallway at the end of  the service. 

 



Sunday School News 
 

 
 

 We are on Christmas Break.  Sunday School classes for all ages will resume at 9 a.m. on 

January 12, 2014 
 

 Adults:  Mark Robertson will be leading a three week class on Paul Miller’s 

“Life of  Prayer: Connecting with God in a Distracting World.” Join us for 
teaching and discussion. Childcare provided. 
 

 New Members:  the next New Members Class will also begin on January 12th.  
Please see Ron Lutjens for more information.  

 

 Children:  classroom locations for children’s Sunday School are listed below.   
 

o Ages 3-5 - preschool nursery room in the church basement 
o K-2nd grade - basement of the church, in the common area 
o 3rd - 5th  grade - upstairs in the Milligan House, in the children's 

worship area 
o 6th and 7th grade guys - in the main youth room at the Milligan 

House 
o 8th grade - HS guys - in Mark's office at the Milligan House 
o All middle school to HS girls - in the youth room HS area at the 

Milligan House 
--Mark Robertson 

Women’s Ministries:  Morning & Evening Bible Studies 
 

Ladies, we welcome you to attend either study. 
 
Dates:  Both studies will resume next week, Tuesday, January 14th for the morning class and 

Thursday, January 16th for the evening class.  The studies will run through April 2014 and will have a 
Spring Break. 
 
Times: Tuesday mornings - 9:15-11:30 am; Thursday Evenings – 7:00-8:30 pm 
 
Location:  Both are at Milligan House (639 Amelia) 
 
What we’re studying:  The Book of Romans.  
 
Leaders:  Betty McCracken/Morning Study. Dawn Miller/Evening Study 
 
Format: Discussion format ending with prayer time. Fellowship time too. 
 
Childcare: Available for morning study for $3/family. (Confidential financial help is available, see 
Melissa Nelson.) However, no childcare offered for the evening study.  
 



Questions? Melissa Nelson (see print copy) , Dawn Miller (see print copy), or Betty McCracken (see 

print copy). 

 

Men’s Ministries 

  Men’s Bible Study 

 
 Bi-weekly Monday evenings from 8:30 – 10 p.m. (Milligan House) 

 
Next study is Monday, January 6th.  Awesome refreshments will be served! For more information, 
contact Gary Glasgow or Greg Roig. 

 

 Weekly on Friday mornings from 6:30-7:30 a.m., at the Milligan House.  For more information 
contact Brad Smull or Ed Killeen. 

 

Men’s Social 
 

1st Friday of the month, 5-6:15 p.m. at Llywelyn’s Pub, 17 Moody, WG, 63119.  Next social:  Friday, 

February 7th, 2013.  For questions about the men’s ministries, please see Ed Killeen. 

 

 
        

Congregational Meeting:  Brothers and sisters, your elders have called a congregational meeting for 
Wednesday, January 22nd, at 6:45 p.m. for the presentation of church officers who are up for election.  

The roster is as follows: 
 

 Matt Philip, first-time candidate, up for the office of elder for a 2-yr. term. Matt's spiritual 
autobiography will be published and distributed to the fellowship on Sunday, January 5 th. Matt, 
nominated last year, has completed the apprenticeship work and desires to stand for this office. 
The Session, believing Matt to be qualified for it, is willing to lay hands on him and ordain him 
to the office of elder if you, the fellowship want him to serve you in this way. 

 

 Nate McKie & Greg Roig, first elected in 2008, are both up for their 3rd term for the office of 
elder (it would be a 3-yr. term). Greg and Nate have served the fellowship well as elders, and 
the Session is willing to have them continue in this office, if that is the will of the body. 
 

Please review the qualifications for the office of elder as set out in the Word of God (1 Timothy 3:1-7; 
Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4), and then talk with these brothers and their wives about the work of an 
elder--their availability for it, their desire to do it, their insights into what it means to give spiritual 
oversight to the body of Christ.  And above all, be in prayer that the Lord would continue to give us, 
and bless us with, godly leaders. 

--Ron Lutjens, Moderator, for the Session 
 



Parlor Fellowship:  Sunday, January 24th after worship, hosted by the Men’s Ministry.  Questions?  

See Ed Killen. 
 
Lunch@Milligan House:  January 26th, 2014 

 
House Church:  there will be no House Church in January.   

 
Hospitality Committee Meeting:  Saturday, February 1st from 9:30-11:30 a.m. at the Milligan House.  

To all OOC ladies, if you are interested in this church ministry please join us, even if you are not a 
chair of one of the many hospitality committees. We welcome your input!   If you are able to bring a 
treat that would be great!   Tea and coffee served. Warmly, Katie Mohler (For any questions please 
email Katie at [see print copy]. 
 
Tender Mercies Prayer Group:  Saturday, January 25th, 9:00 a.m. at the Milligan House. Join us as 
we ask our God to shine His light on our grown covenant children who are walking in darkness. See 
Nancy Weir for questions. 
 

 
 

Foreign Missions Prayer Requests for January 2014 

1.  Jon and Tanya Coody – St. Petersburg, Russia.  The Coody's need to change apartments because 

of serious issues with their landlord.  Pray for the Lord’s own divine solution to be made apparent to 
them very soon.  Pray especially for Tanya who is having her life seriously disrupted again, amid the 
dark and cold of the Russian winter.  Pray for an awareness of the Lord’s love and presence with them 
all.  Pray for physical, spiritual and emotional strength. 

2.  Wilma Cross – Santiago, Chile.  Pray for preparations for the team from OOC that will visit 

Wilma next summer.  Pray that the right people will volunteer and for Mark as he prepares them for 
the trip.  Pray for Wilma’s spiritual and physical strength as she has a very busy schedule: she leads 
seminars, speaks at retreats, often traveling to other cities.  She ministers to many individuals as well.  
Pray that she will have help with the many practical tasks necessary for the work.  

3.  Rob and Tünde Futo – Budapest, Hungary.  Praise that the Christmas concerts went very well.  

Pray for Mark as he begins the new year at the Bible School in various locations and the many other 
outreach and shepherding activities he leads. 

4.  L’Abri Fellowship – England and Switzerland.  Pray for students as they begin the winter term 
this month, that there will be a good mix of students and they will form good relationships with 
workers and other students.  Pray that the Lord will be helping them in the areas of their lives for 
which they have come to L’Abri.  Pray especially for financial need in the Swiss branch. 

6.  Dawn Miller – Madrid, Spain.  Pray for Dawn as she finishes her final year at Covenant Seminary, 

that she will learn what the Lord has for her this last year.  Pray for her work with the young people at 



OOC and as she teaches the women’s evening Bible Class.   Continue to pray for her witness to her 
family.   

7.  Joseph and Elfi Muutuki – Nairobi, Kenya.  Pray for their outreach to the Indian community in 
Nairobi. Pray for peace and stability in Kenya.  Pray tor the spiritual growth and protection of a 
former Muslim woman in their church who has become a believer. Pray that leadership positi ons in the 
church will be filled.   

8.  Luciano and Luciene Pires – Goiania, Brazil.  Praise that the Lord is richly blessing both the 

work of Colloquium and the new church.  Pray that the Lord will provide abundantly for the work of 
Colloquium this year, which is critically underfunded.  (The church plant is fully funded.)  Pray that 
they will be able to take a restful vacation this month, as they are very tired.  Pray that the church will 
continue to prosper while Luciano takes a break.  Colloquium is on vacation. 

9.  Rene and Lani Quimbo – Mindanao, Philippines.  Pray for them as early this month they take a 

team to the island of Leyte which was hit hard by the typhoon.  They will be doing a program for 
children as well as rebuilding some homes.  Pray for strength and protection while they are there and 
that they will leave a testimony to God’s love and His hope.  Pray that hearts and lives will be touched. 

10.  Joel and Jessica Rinn – Verona, Italy.  Pray that the Lord would supply the elders needed in 

Trinity Church (near the military base).  Praise for opportunities that both Joel and Jessica have to 
interact with Italians in the community where they live, both in various activities connected to their 
children’s schools and with individuals.  Pray that they will have opportunities to share the Gospel and 
that it will fall on fertile ground. 

 
OOC Directory 

 
If you have any changes in phone numbers or address, please send them to the church office 
[office@oldorchardchurch.org] Please put in the subject line:  OOC Directory.  Alternatively, you may 
use the online form at the church website. 
 
Newcomers:  Please submit your information either completing the online form through the church’s 
website or by filling out a paper form. 
 
OOC Talk:  If you would like to be added to our in-house, congregation-wide e-mail list, OOCTalk, 

please e-mail office@oldorchardchurch.org and a link to the subscriber list with instructions will be e-
mailed to you. Nate McKie, one of our elders, administers this list. 

Thanks,  
Durinda Hood 

 
Overture:  You are invited to write for any issue of our newsletter, the Overture. We welcome 
submissions of articles, art, short essays, poetry, etc. All submissions should be signed by the person 

mailto:office@oldorchardchurch.org


submitting them. You can place your signed articles in the Overture box (in the coat room) or email 
them to the church office (put in subject line: Overture). The next issue will be out January 19 th. 
Deadline is today. Next Editor is Jim Lowe. 
 
Anyone ready to be an occasional Overture editor? Let Durinda Hood know. 
 
Important Position Available Now! Are you interested in helping OOC stay supplied with its basic 

needs (tp, paper plates, napkins, coffee, tea)? Do you enjoy shopping to find bargains and great prices? 
Well, I have the perfect volunteer job for you at OOC - supplies ministry!  After many years (so many I 
have lost count!), I would like to retire from this rewarding and challenging position. I would like to 
resign as purveyor of supplies ASAP, but will be available for help, advice, etc., to the lucky person 
who takes over this responsibility. Please let me and/or Durinda know if you are interested in 
assuming this necessarily important ministry. But don't delay! You could miss out on this once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity. Act NOW, and assure yourself of a great resume item!  If you need more 
information or just want to sign up, the best place to reach me or leave a message is at my home phone: 
843-5045. Durinda can be reached by e-mail or at her office phone.  Thanks for considering this 
position - OOC NEEDS YOU!! 

--Donna Pollihan 

 
 

January Birthdays 
 

1/1 .............................. Kara Schmalhofer 
1/1 ..........................................Jane Winter 
1/2 ........................................Deanna Ford 
1/7 ....................................... Jacob Mohler 
1/7 ........................................... Ann Stuber 
1/9………… ........................Sarah Kern 
1/.................................. Norah Robertson 
1/10............................. Betsy Tevebaugh 
1/10..................................... Jon Woodard 
1/11......................................Alyssa Reeve 
1/18.....................................Jenna Gilman 
1/15...................................... Mila Pires** 
1/18............................ Benjamin Gerlach 
1/21.................... Jonathan Shumate*** 
1/22........................................ Sue Taussig 
1/22………....................... Aaron Wilke 
1/22......................... Calvin Shumate*** 
1/23..........................................Vicki Barrs 
1/27............................... Elizabeth Grady 
1/28.............................. Mark Longbrake 
1/29..............................Anne Muutuki** 
1/29........................... Karen Reinheimer 
1/30.................................... Beth Schelske 
1/30................................... Russell Tamm 
1/31........................................ Annie Kuhn 

** member of a missionary/ministry family we support 
***the Shumates moved in December 

 
 



Miscellaneous  
 
 OCC’ers:  Dan Petty is now living and getting care at the Missouri Veteran’s Home. Cards and 

visits are welcome. You can get there via I-170 north to (exit 10B), then 270 E to Lewis and 
Clark Blvd. (exit 31A) and it is a short distance on the left after you get on Lewis and Clark. 
Continue to pray for our 90 year old brother in the Lord and his wife Ellen who remains in 
their home (a daughter will be soon living at their home while she looks for new work). 

--Durinda Hood 
Dan Petty 

Missouri Veteran’s Home 
10600 Lewis & Clark Blvd 

St Louis, MO 63136 
Phone: (314) 340-6389 (general phone #) 

Room Number is  [see print copy] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 We received two notes in response to our carolers visiting their homes here in Webster. See 
below.  

 
December 22, 2014 

 
The Lutjens' and the Old Orchard Congregation: 

 
We were visited by your lovely (and large!) group of carolers this evening. 

 
Thank you so much for making our night! And more importantly, thank you for 
sharing your kindness and the spirit of Christmas with us and our neighbors--
what a lovely gift! 

 
May you and your church have a very blessed Christmas!!! 

 
David & Sheila (and the dogs, too!) 

[on Newport] 
 

Following is a note on a Christmas Card from Pastor Ron’s daughters’ high school 
French teacher at Webster Groves High School, Penny Barnicle. 

 
December 26, 2013 

 
Dear Reverend Lutjens’ Family and Congregation, 

 
Thank all of you for the beautiful caroling at the Stifel’s Christmas 
Gathering. What a joy! 

 
Seeing Anne brought back all those fun memories of caroling at Webster 
High. 

 
Love to you and yours, 

Penny Barnicle  
[on Elmwood] 



 
 

 

 

Old Orchard Church 

OOC Web Site:  www.oldorchardchurch.org 
Church Office/Milligan House:  314.962.3795 

Mailing address: 640 Amelia, St. Louis, MO  63119 
Church building, 640 Amelia:  314.961.6932 
(there is no answering machine at this number) 

Pastor Ron Lutjens’ Home Study/Cell: [see print copy] 

Ron’s email: [see print copy] 

Director of Ministry to Youth and Family:  Mark Robertson,  
Mark’s email: [see print copy] 

Church Office:  Durinda Hood, Administrative Assistant 
Office email: office@oldorchardchurch.org  

http://www.oldorchardchurch.org/

