
We  celebrate  the  Lord’s  Supper  weekly—and in a circle, at the end of 
worship. A word of direction is given, and with this everyone stands and 
moves to the walls. The cup is passed in two forms:  in a chalice and 
then in small individual cups. You are free to choose. 
And as this is the Supper of the Lord Christ, please listen to the instruc-
tions we give as to what qualifies a visitor to participate. But whether 
you intend to take communion or not, please join us in the circle.   

The Lord Is King 
Words by Josiah Conder (1824); Music by Nathan Partain (2003) 
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See print copy for music and words. 

Old Orchard Church 
Second Sunday of Advent 

December 4, 2011�³ 10:15 to 11:50 a.m. 

See, the Sovereign Lord  
�F�R�P�H�V���Z�L�W�K���S�R�Z�H�U�«�� 
he gathers the lambs  

�L�Q���K�L�V���D�U�P�V�«�� 
�³ Isaiah 40:10 

The Visitation, from Auslegung des Amts, Nuremberg, about 1482. 
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John 14:23 

Celebrating The Three Comings of Jesus Christ 
�+�L�V���´�6�H�F�R�Q�G�µ���&�R�P�L�Q�J�������,�Q���W�K�H���6�R�X�O 

�7�R�G�D�\�·�V���6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H 
 

Old Testament Promise:  Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-7 
 

Gospel Reading:  Luke 1:26-45 

Sermon 
 

�³�$���7�H�H�Q�D�J�H���0�R�W�K�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���+�D�Q�G���R�I���*�R�G�´ 
Luke 1:26-56 

 
Ron Lutjens, pastor, preaching 

�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���W�Z�R���³�*�U�H�D�W���&�R�P�L�Q�J�V�´���R�I���&�K�U�L�V�W�����K�L�V���F�R�P�L�Q�J�������������\�H�D�U�V��
ago as the Lamb of God to deal with sin, and his coming at the end of 
history as the Lion of Judah to vindicate his people as Judge of the 
�Z�R�U�O�G�����%�X�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�R�V�H���W�Z�R���&�R�P�L�Q�J�V�����&�K�U�L�V�W���³�F�R�P�H�V�´���D�J�D�L�Q���D�Q�G��
again�² to all who turn to him. He comes now, not in the flesh but in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. He comes to forgive our faults and cover us 
with his righteousness; he comes to comfort us and heal our wounds; he 
comes to confront us and work his own goodness into us, in those areas 
�Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���E�H�H�Q���L�Q���S�X�U�V�X�L�W���R�I���W�K�H���³�U�L�J�K�W���O�L�Y�L�Q�J�´���K�H���F�D�O�O�V���X�V���W�R���D�V��
citizens of the kingdom he established in his first coming.  

Below is a meditation on the sin of sloth, one of the so-called 
�³�V�H�Y�H�Q���G�H�D�G�O�\���V�L�Q�V���´���,�W���S�R�V�H�V���D���J�R�R�G���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���G�X�U�L�Q�J���$�G�Y�H�Q�W�������:�K�D�W��
�J�R�R�G���L�V���W�K�H���³�V�H�F�R�Q�G���F�R�P�L�Q�J�´���R�I���&�K�U�L�V�W���W�R���X�V���³�L�Q���W�K�H���V�R�X�O���´���L�I���Z�H���D�U�H���Q�R�W��
looking for it, not desiring very much of what he has to give us in the 
here and now? So examine yourself this week; but take heart, too�² it is 
possible to stir up desire for God if we choose to do it, asking God even 
to empower our choice. 

      �² Ron Lutjens 

  

According to the Fathers of the Church, sloth is not laziness so 

�P�X�F�K���D�V���³�D�F�H�G�L�D�´�² dejection or melancholy, the sorrow in the Divine 

Good. Such a man has his son, but his son bores him. He possesses his 

beloved, but he finds her incapable of stirring his interest. Apathy 

would be a better term to describe this profound dejection. The soul in 

this state is beyond mere sadness and melancholy. It has removed itself 

from the rise and fall of feeling; the very root of its feelings in desire is 

dead. To be human is to desire. The good man desires God and other 

things in God. The sinful man desires things in the place of God, but he 

is still recognizably human, inasmuch as he knows desire. The slothful 

man, however, is a dead man, an arid waste. His desire itself has dried 

up. Perhaps boredom is the best modern term to characterize this dead-

ness of soul. In boredom before God it is man who has failed his object, 

not the reverse. Although the modern sophisticate feels no need to 

apologize for being bored�² since he thinks his boredom is caused by 

the poverty of his object�² the man of faith must confess his boredom as 

his sin because his attitude reflects the poverty of his own soul. To be 

unmoved and untouched in the presence of God exposes an interior in-

adequacy.  

  

    �² W.F. May in A Catalogue of Sins 

Advent Desire  


