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I Will Praise Him Still 
By Fernando Ortega 

 

 
Words are in the print copy. 
Due to copyright restrictions, the words are not here. 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper weekly—and in a circle, at the end of 
worship. A word of direction is given, and with this everyone stands and 
moves to the walls. The cup is passed in two forms:  in a chalice and 
then in small individual cups. You are free to choose. 
 
And as this is the Supper of the Lord Christ, please listen to the instruc-
tions we give as to what qualifies a visitor to participate. But whether 
you intend to take communion or not, please join us in the circle.   

years of his life to working out the relationship between the earthly city and 

the City of God—the earthly city where we live for a short time, and the City 

of God whose citizens we are for all eternity.  
 —Malcolm Muggeridge in “The Great Liberal Death Wish” (1979) 

Old Orchard Church 
January 20, 2013 — 10:15 to 11:50 a.m. 

And God made from one every 
nation of mankind to live on all the 
face of the earth, having deter-
mined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling place, 
that they should seek God…. 

   —Acts 17:26-27a 

The Ages of Man 
(Lyon, France 1482) 



Celebrating Jesus,  
Incarnate Son of God:   

Lord of the Life of the Family of Man 
Before we are redeemed we are human, 

Made in the marvelous image of the one living God, 

Like all our neighbors—believers and unbelievers alike; 

Together, all the children of Adam are the one “family of man,” 

 Created by the great God of grace and mercy! 

 

All Christian responsibility in the civil sphere is directed toward 

The high end of protecting and promoting our common, created, human life, 

In all of its fractured glory, 

That the ascended, incarnate Lord of all things 

May do his work of blessing and giving and saving 

Among the daughters of Eve and the sons of Adam, 

In every nation of the earth! 

Today’s Sermon 
 

“Christians as Champions of the Dignity of All Human Beings”  

Amos 1 & 2 

Ron Lutjens, senior pastor, preaching 

Today's Scripture  
 

Old Testament Lesson:  Psalm 103 
 

New Testament Lesson:  Acts 17:22-28 

Now I want to try to get to grips with this strange state of affairs. Let's look 

again at the humane holocaust. What happened in Germany was that long be-

fore the Nazis got into power, a great propaganda was undertaken to sterilize 

people who were considered to be useless or a liability to society, and after 

that to introduce what they called "mercy killing." This happened long before 

the Nazis set up their extermination camps at Auschwitz and elsewhere, and 

was based upon the highest humanitarian considerations. You see what I'm 

getting at? On a basis of liberal-humanism, there is no creature in the universe 

greater than man, and the future of the human race rests only with human be-

ings themselves, which leads infallibly to some sort of suicidal situation. It's to 

me quite clear that that is so, the evidence is on every hand. The efforts that 

men make to bring about their own happiness, their own ease of life, their own 

self-indulgence, will in due course produce the opposite, leading me to the 

absolutely inescapable conclusion that human beings cannot live and operate 

in this world without some concept of a being greater than themselves, and of 

a purpose which transcends their own egotistic or greedy desires. Once you 

eliminate the notion of a God, a creator, once you eliminate the notion that the 

creator has a purpose for us, and that life consists essentially in fulfilling that 

purpose, then you are bound, as Pascal points out, to induce the megalomania 

of which we've seen so many manifestations in our time—in the crazy dicta-

tors, as in the lunacies of people who are rich, or who consider themselves to 

be important or celebrated in the western world. Alternatively, human beings 

relapse into mere carnality, into being animals. I see this process going on 

irresistibly, of which the holocaust is only just one example. If you envisage 

men as being only men, you are bound to see human society, not in Christian 

terms as a family, but as a factory-farm in which the only consideration that 

matters is the well-being of the livestock and the prosperity or productivity of 

the enterprise. That's where you land yourself. And it is in that situation that 

western man is increasingly finding himself…. 
 

I feel so strongly at the end of my life that nothing can happen to us in any 

circumstances that is not part of God's purpose for us. Therefore, we have 

nothing to fear, nothing to worry about, except that we should rebel against 

His purpose, that we should fail to detect it and fail to establish some sort of 

relationship with Him and His divine will. On that basis, there can be no black 

despair, no throwing in of our hand. We can watch the institutions and social 

structures of our time collapse—and I think you who are young are fated to 

watch them collapse—and we can reckon with what seems like an irresistibly 

growing power of materialism and materialist societies. But, it will not happen 

that that is the end of the story. As St. Augustine said—and I love to think of it 

when he received the news in Carthage that Rome had been sacked:  Well, if 

that's happened, it's a great catastrophe, but we must never forget that the 

earthly cities that men build they destroy, but there is also the City of God 

which men didn't build and can't destroy. And he devoted the next seventeen  
Continued on the back. 

What Is Life? 


