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I no longer call you servants,  

because a servant does not know  

his master’s business.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instead, I have called you friends,  

for everything that I learned  

from my Father 

I have made known to you.  
(John 15:15) 



Friends of God, we who were slaves? 

Friends of God, we who were enemies? 

Friends of God, we who still sin? 

Friends of God, we who struggle to believe? 

 

Yes, friends of God, we who are in Christ! 

 

Praise God who has loved us. 

Praise God who has confided in us. 

Praise God who has forgiven us. 

Praise God who has made us his children. 

Praise God who has called us his friends. 

Scripture Readings 
 Old Testament Reading  2 Chronicles 20:5-18 

 New Testament Reading John 15:8-17 

Sermon Series on Ruth 
“The Proposal” 

Ruth 3 

Ron Lutjens, senior pastor, preaching 

Celebrating What Christ Has Made Us: 

Friends of God 
And the Baptism of Elanor Kathleen Shumate 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper weekly—and in a circle, at the end of 
worship. A word of direction is given, and with this everyone stands and 
moves to the walls. The cup is passed in two forms:  in a chalice and 
then in small individual cups. You are free to choose. 

And as this is the Supper of the Lord Christ, please listen to the instruc-
tions we give as to what qualifies a visitor to participate. But whether 
you intend to take communion or not, please join us in the circle.   

 It is a remarkable thing! We, who were the enemies of God, are now 

made the friends of God! We know what expectations we have of our human 

friends. Can we expect the same from God? Yes! In many ways we can.  

 In the Old Testament there is only one individual referred to as being 

God’s friend: Abraham. There are two things we learn about our friendship 

with God from this relationship:  God’s self-disclosure and his helpful pres-

ence. God has made himself know to us. We often take this for granted. How-

ever, it is a remarkable thing that God would disclose anything of himself to 

us. We all know what it means to hold our cards close to our chest; we are 

careful who we open up to. Being part of the Covenant Seminary community, I 

do not expect the professors or our president to be open with me, a student. 

They keep themselves at a certain distance. There is nothing wrong with this 

reality.  These are authority figures in my life. We do not expect those who are 

above us to self-disclose personal things to us. However, God does!  

 In Genesis 18:20-33, there is a shocking dialogue between Abraham and 

God. Yet in this dialogue, God discloses his mercy and justice to Abraham. It 

is one of those paradoxes of love that the Holy God has disclosed himself to us. 

Yet, we know that the answer to this paradox is the work of Christ. Not only 

has God walked among us in the flesh, but also we are able to receive this self-

disclosure because of the death of Christ and our union with him through faith. 

Christian, he has told you of himself and his nature! 

 Another aspect of our friendship with God is his helpful presence. Friends 

are a help to us. Sometimes it is just their presence that helps us. I spent some 

time this week with a friend who was housebound due to surgery; he was anx-

ious for me just to drop by. I gain immense pleasure by merely being in the 

same room as my wife. In John 15:13-15 we see God's self-disclosure and his 

helpful presence combined. The Son, who calls us friends and not servants, 

will give us whatever we ask in his name. God’s friendship with Abraham en-

tailed help!  

 As we struggle with our sin, let this truth correct our images of God. Do 

we refuse to accept his self-disclosure so we may remain at a “safe distance?” 

To receive his self-disclosure through Scripture, prayer, and meditation, brings 

us face to face with our failings. That is something we don't want to do. And 

we often see God’s presence as a hindrance:  we often believe in our hearts that 

we can have more fun, pleasure, and happiness if we shut God out for a while. 

We are fooled by the world, the flesh (our sinful desires), and the devil into 

thinking that God’s presence is not helpful. If you struggle with this, find guid-

ance in the psalmist’s struggle in Psalm 73. This starkly honest expression of 

darker desires finds answer in the truth of God's self-disclosure and his helpful 

presence. Christ has made us friends with God! May we know the benefit of 

this reality in our daily lives and relationships.  

    —Ewan Kennedy (1998), former seminary intern 

What Are Friends For? 


