
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper weekly—and in a circle, at the end of 
worship. A word of direction is given, and with this everyone stands and 
moves to the walls. The cup is passed in two forms:  in a chalice and 
then in small individual cups. You are free to choose. 

And as this is the Supper of the Lord Christ, please listen to the instruc-
tions we give as to what qualifies a visitor to participate. But whether 
you intend to take communion or not, please join us in the circle.   

most all other organizations. However, studies have shown that Chris-

tian giving has decreased dramatically over the last 50 years (see 

www.generousgiving.org). An article in World magazine suggested that 

if followers of Christ actually gave 10%, the church would gain $156 

billion dollars (currently the average per Christian is 2.9%). This is 

money that could be used to feed the poor, protect the weak, pay an 

electric bill, or fund international missions. But instead we think we 

need a cell phone for every man, woman and child, a couple flat-

screened TVs, organic veggies, sleep-comfort bed, laptop, riding lawn-

mower, insert more stuff here. I am not saying it is wrong to have these 

things. I have some of them and would love to have more of them. But 

when these things take priority over giving to the church, then our un-

derstanding of God‟s provision has been perverted.   

 

Pray for willingness and courage to give of your resources. Perhaps 

start out small, but do something! Like Jesus did for you, begin to be a 

friend to the poor. Consider giving, because giving is worship that is 

holy and pleasing to God (Romans 12:1).  

       —Mark Tucker 

Old Orchard Church  

August 16, 2009 — 10:15 to 11:45 a.m. 

Jesus went to Nazareth, . . . and on the Sabbath day he went into 

the synagogue . . . And he stood up to read. The scroll of the 

prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place 

where it is written:  

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 

anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has 

sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and re-

covery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”  

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat 

down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on 

him, and he began by saying to them,  

“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”   

—Luke 4:16-21 

http://www.generousgiving.org/


Scripture Readings 
Old Testament Lesson:  Exodus 16:1-8 

New Testament Lesson:  Ephesians 4:28; Mark 12:41-44 

Celebrating Jesus Christ,  

Friend of the Poor 

We call him Friend of Sinners, 

and so he is. 

But we worship and praise Christ  

also as Friend of the Poor. 

 

He who was rich, 

for our sake became poor, 

that through his poverty we might become rich! 

 

God is Giver and God is Friend; 

He has poured out his blessings upon us 

And extends to us the privilege of becoming  

givers in his name. 

Praise the Lord, you his godly ones; 

Come into his courts with praise! 

Before the Almighty all are poor; 

But he shares his riches with us, 

and through Christ calls us his friends 

that we too might befriend the poor. 

Alleluia! 

Sermon 

“Song of Salvation” Part 2 

Isaiah 12 

Mark Tucker, associate pastor, preaching 

Being Christ to the Poor 
One of the shared impacts for those of us who served at the Orphanage 

in the Dominican Republic in June was the level of poverty in the 

Monte Cristi community. There were difficult questions to be answered. 

How could the sovereign God allow children to live without basic ne-

cessities? How could the God of protection allow families to be taken 

advantage of by a fallen system? How could the God of compassion 

watch as the fatherless are uncared for? These are hard questions and I 

could not pretend to answer them in this single page of a bulletin.  

 

However, there are answers. Scripture alone gives us the most exhaus-

tive understanding of Christ and his relationship to the poor. It does not 

mean that the answers will extinguish our nagging concerns, but they 

are Truth nonetheless.  

 

First, God is all-powerful, but evil still has a crippling effect on our 

world. Poverty exists because sin is real and powerful and destructive. 

Sin affects the way we cherish our stuff. Sin affects the way we spend 

our money. Sin affects the way we give, or don‟t give. Think of this, the 

way you spend your resources is part of the answer to the question 

„Why there is there so much poverty in our world?‟ Every time you 

spend a buck in a way that is not for God‟s glory (I Cor. 10:31) you are 

stealing from the poor.  

 

Second, God did not leave us in our state of sin and misery. God could 

have left the world to itself completely, leaving all of humankind physi-

cally and spiritually poor. Thankfully, he did not. Instead he joined us 

in our poverty and misery. Even more, he took upon himself the full 

and final outcome of evil, death (Phil. 2:1-11). Jesus joins us in our 

poverty. 

 

Thirdly, God gives us hope. Even while we suffer the crippling nature 

of our sin and the sin of others, we need not despair. One day soon 

those that are followers of Christ will be with him and these days will 

be forgotten. That is why Paul says in Romans 8:18 “For I consider 

that the sufferings of the present time are not worth comparing with the 

glory that is to be revealed to us.” Praise Him! 

 

Finally, God tells us to give. How should we live until that glory is re-

vealed? By giving of our resources (time, money, skills, gifts) for the 

benefit of those in need, like Jesus did. That is the purpose of our work 

(Eph. 4:28). Historically, the church has given more to aid the poor than  


